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Delhi GC’s Ashok Kumar and 
Manav Jaini. (Below) Rudyard 
Kipling, whose If is often quoted in 
the context of sport.

The year 1911 is an im-
portant landmark in the 

history of Delhi. On Decem-
ber 12, 1911, King George V 
declared the city as the new 
capital of India. Three days 
later, the foundation for New 
Delhi was laid.

It is believed that golf was 
introduced in the Capital at 
about the same time, though 
the Delhi Golf Club came up 
at its current location as a mu-
nicipal course only in 1931; it 
became Delhi Golf Club Ltd. 
on February 24, 1950.

The existence of a trophy 
with the following inscription, 
‘Delhi Golf Club Bachelor’s 
Cup 1911,’ has an aura of mys-
tery surrounding it. It appears 
that the Delhi Golf Club did 
exist 100 years ago, albeit at a 
diff erent site. A close scrutiny 
of the trophy has revealed 
that not only are those words 
clearly engraved (and there is 
no tampering whatsoever), it 
also bears the names of past 
winners dating back to 1911.

Now the inevitable ques-
tion is: Where was the Delhi 
Golf Club located? I decided 
to fi nd out! 

The lack of proper of-
fi cial records and archives 
posed a challenge. But as the 
old adage goes, “Help often 

comes from the most unex-
pected quarter,” and a chance 
meeting led to an interesting 
revelation. I got talking to a 
non-golfer friend (who hap-
pens to be an erudite person) 
about the Delhi of yesteryear. 
During the course of the 
conversation, he told me 
that he had chanced upon a 
1913 map of Delhi in a recent 
publication that showed a golf 
course adjacent to Bhairon 
Mandir, near Chanakyapuri. 
This, in all probability, was 
the Delhi Golf Club prior to 
being shifted to its present 
spot during the construction 
of Lutyens’ Delhi.

Many years ago, Dr. Bharat 
Ram, during an interview, had 
told me that pre-Indepen-
dence Delhi had 45 holes on 
courses at two (maybe three) 
locations. The Delhi Golf 
Club came into being at its 
present location in the late 
1920s; an 18-hole course ex-
isted beyond Kushak drain as 
early as 1911, and a nine-hole 
course existed between Lud-
low Castle and the present 
Delhi University.

One thing is certain: golf 
was around in the Capital in 
1911, and we should be getting 
ready to celebrate its cente-
nary. — RAMESH R. KOHLI

Three of the semifi nal 
spots at the SRF Match-

play this year were taken 
by Delhi Golf Club play-
ers—Ashok Kumar, Chiragh 
Kumar and Manav Jaini.

Riding on a 6-up lead built 
in the morning round, Manav 
beat Ashok in the fi nal with 
consummate ease. Ashok 

gave Manav a big hug, and 
when I asked him how he 
felt, he expressed happiness 
for Manav. “I am glad he has 
broken the jinx and won his 
fi rst pro title.” Ashok was 
truly gracious in defeat; he has 
so many titles under his belt 
and knows he will win many 
more. Over the years, Ashok 

has transformed into a mature 
person; he knows you can’t 
win them all.

Many years ago, in 1997, 
Ashok had lost the Amit 
Verma Memorial junior golf 
tournament, which used to 
serve as the grand fi nale of 
the DGC junior training 
program. At the prize distri-
bution, he was nowhere to 
be found; Ashok was ruing 
his loss and had decided to 
give the ceremony a miss. 
Knowing that I, as captain 
of the club, would be upset 
with him, Pomi Malik, wife 
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of legendary Indian amateur 
Ashok Malik, walked up to me 
and said, “We have got to put 
some sense into his head; this 
can jeopardize his future.”

We both found Ashok sulk-
ing in a corner. The kind lady 
that she is, Pomi, without 
using harsh words, persuaded 
him to attend and accept his 
runner-up prize.

The contemporary view 
that “winning isn’t everything, 
it’s the only thing,” is quite 
contrary to the classic view, 
one which is inscribed above 
the players’ entrance to the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon: 

If you can meet with 
triumph and disaster

And treat those two 
imposters just the same… 

Yours is the earth and 
everything that’s in it

And – which is more – you’ll 
be a Man, my son!

(If, Rudyard Kipling)
Happily, Ashok now 

subscribes to this view.
— RRK

TRIUMPH AND DISASTER – TWO 
SIDES OF THE SAME COIN

Following the success of 
Rules schools in Vietnam, 

Cambodia and China, the 
Royal & Ancient, the govern-
ing body of the world ama-
teur game (except in the U.S. 
and Mexico), plans to bring 
the program to India (in part-
nership with the Indian Golf 
Union). This will happen as 
early as the second half of 
2011, followed by more Rules 
schools in January and Febru-
ary next year.

The R&A sees much po-
tential for development in 
Indian golf, and expects the 
game to grow in a big way in 
the next few years.

Among those conducting 
the Rules schools in Vietnam 
were Alan Holmes, chairman, 
Rules of Golf Committee; 
Kevin Barker, assistant direc-
tor, Rules; and Dominic Wall, 
director-Asia Pacifi c. R&A 
offi  cials would be visiting 
India to extend the program.

The idea behind the 
‘schools’ is to create aware-
ness about the game. And 
with the development of 
Indian golf continuing apace, 
there has been an increase in 
the number of home-grown 
referees (thanks to India 
hosting more international 
events).

The program is one of 

The Indian Open’s growing 

stature on the Asian Tour was 

further vindicated when tour offi cials 

revealed a bump-up in prize money 

to $1.5 million (a 20 percent increase 

on 2010 and ’09), making the 2011 

edition the richest full-fi eld event in 

the continent. The announcement 

followed the signing of a three-year 

deal between the Asian Tour and the 

Dixon Golf (www.dixon-
golf.com), a golf ball 

and golf accessories manu-
facturer operating out of 
the U.S., has appointed Fore 
Ventures, a Pune-based fi rm, 
as their exclusive distributors 
in India. 

Dixon’s golf balls are, 
according to the company, 
manufactured from renew-
able polymers and retailed in 

the highlights of the new 
three-tiered Rules Education 
Program launched by the 
world body this year, and has 
been taken to Asia for the 
fi rst time.

In the fi rst leg, the Rules 
school was held in Vietnam 
(at Twin Doves Club, Saigon), 
Cambodia and China. The 
schools have been extremely 
well received, with almost 50 
attendees each in the three 
countries. Said Holmes, “We 
have been delighted with the 
turnout for each of the Rules 
schools so far. To have about 
50 people at diff erent levels 
in Vietnam, Cambodia and in 
China has been very pleasing 
indeed. We hope to have big-
ger numbers in India.

“This is our fi rst ‘Tourna-
ment Administrators and 
Referees’ course in Asia 
under our new structure, and 
the caliber of the attendees 
is extremely high,” Holmes 
added. “A number of students 
are working to enhance their 
qualifi cations for the golf 
industry and that is some-
thing that we are very happy 
to support.”

Meanwhile, the IGU has 
entered into an agreement 
with the R&A for certifi ca-
tion of Rules offi  cials in India.

V. KRISHNASWAMY

discounts), which are then re-
cycled into other products. 

Besides golf balls, the 
company also manufactures 
bags, caps and other acces-
sories made from recycled 
polymers and plastic (among 
other materials). 

Considering the number 
of golf balls lost every day, 
the idea of recycling has a lot 
of merit, except that a lot of 
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Indian promoters, Nimbus Sport. 

“With an increased prize fund up 

for grabs this year, it promises to be 

an exciting week of golf,” enthused 

Kyi Hla Han, executive chairman 

of the Asian Tour. “We will work 

closely with Nimbus Sport in putting 

together a grand event, and building 

up to the (event’s) golden jubilee in 

2013,” Han added.

Yannick Colaco, CEO, Nimbus 

Sport, who was instrumental in the 

IGU-Nimbus tie-up earlier this year, 

spoke of the sports management 

group’s plans. “The 2011 Indian Open 

will be a showcase for professional 

golf in Asia and will appropriately set 

the platform in leading us into the 

‘golden year’ in 2013,” said Colaco. 

Interestingly, Hero Honda, title 

sponsors of the Open for the last 

six years, have yet to renew their 

contract, which expired in 2010. A 

statement is, however, expected this 

month. There is also a chance that 

the Delhi Golf Club may miss its date 

with the tournament in the likelihood 

that it’s transferred to a new venue. 

The Karnataka Golf Association GC in 

Bangalore (remodeled by Swan Golf 

Designs of the UK), is rumoured to be 

amongst the frontrunners. ♣

BIGGER BOUNTY AT INDIAN OPEN

recycled packaging. The two-
piece balls do not use syn-
thetics or any heavy-metal 
pollutants in their manufac-
turing process, and are avail-
able in three choices—Fire 
(Dixon Golf ’s premium ball, 
targeted at low handicappers 
and pros), Earth (for golfers 
who want a combination of 
distance and bite), and Wind 
(meant for maximum dis-
tance). The balls are not bio-
degradable but the company 
has a program through which 
golfers can return scuff ed and 
damaged balls (against future 

golfers might not actually 
take the trouble of returning 
the balls. Also, golfers are not 
likely to compromise on per-
formance: Dixon Golf says 
that their balls have the same 
levels of durability, speed and 
spin as any in the market. No 
reason to not pick up a sleeve 
and give it a shot. 

Dixon balls are available in 
pro shops in Kolkata, Pune, 
Mumbai and Bangalore. Re-
tailing in Delhi is expected to 
begin by the end of the year. 
(Wind `225, Earth `325, Fire 
`760) 

GREEN GOLF BALLS?
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